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ASIAN/AMERICAN  BUSINESS  ASSOCIATION 

AND 

BOARD  OF  TRADE 

BY-LAWS 


ARTICLE  1: 


ARTICLE  II: 


NAME  AND  PURPOSE 


SECTION  I:    The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be: 
The  Asian/American  Business  Association. 

SECTION  II:    The  Association  is  formed  for  the  purpose  of 

advancing  the  commercial,  industrial,  professional, 
and  civic  interests  of  Chinatown.  Its  purpose  is  to 
support  a  healthy  business  climate  in  which  retail, 
commercial  industrial,  and  non-profit  interests  can 
work  together  to  foster  a  community  supportive  of 
trade. 


MEMBERSHIP 


SECTION  I:     Any  individual  engaged  in  business  or  professional 
activity  in  the  Chinatown/South  Cove  area  shall  be 
eligible  to  apply  for  membership  in  the  Association 
Applications  for  membership  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  board  of  directors  which  shall  report  at  the 
next  meeting.   In  reviewing  membership  of  applica- 
tions, the  board  will  use  a  variety  of  criteria  it 
deems  appropriate  at  the  time.   Businesses  not 
accepted  for  membership  will  be  encouraged  to  re- 
apply after  one  year  decline. 

SECTION  II:    Each  member  will  pay  the  annual  dues  as  established 
by  the  Board  of  Directors,  payable  no  later  than 
May  1st,  or  in  the  case  of  new  members,  30  days 
from  the  date  of  his/her  acceptance  by  the  board. 
Affiliate  membership  shall  be  available  to  busi- 
esses  located  outside  of  the  Chinatown  area,  or 
individuals  with  an  interest  in  the  Association's 
mission,  at  a  rate  of  $25.00  per  year.   Affiliate 
members  shall  receive  the  organization's  newsletter 
and  be   invited  to  attend  meetings  with  no  voting 
privileges. 


SECTION  III:   Election  to  membership  and  affiliate  membership 

shall  be  require  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority 
of  the  directors  present  and  voting. 

SECTION  IV:    When  the  board  shall  become  satisfied  that  any 

members  has  violated  the  stipulations  of  Section 
II,  Article  I,  he/she  may  be  expelled  from  the 
Association  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  board.   No 
member  shall  be  expelled  without  being  given  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard  before  the  board  in  his/her 
own  defense. 

SECTION  V:    Residents  of  the  area  who  are  not  engaged  in 

business  or  professional  capacity  will  be  welcomed 
at  specifically  designated  meetings  without  voting 
privileges. 

SECTION  VI:    Any  member  whose  entertainment,  food,  or  alcohol 
license  is  suspended  with  cause  from  the  city  or 
state  governments  may  have  their  membership  status 
reviewed  by  the  Board  of  Directors   at  their 
meetings.    Suspension  of  six  months  membership 
shall  require  a  2/3  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
No  member  shall  be  expelled  without  being  given  the 
opportunity  to  be  heard  before  the  board  in  his/her 
own  defense. 


ARTICLE  III: 


OFFICERS 


SECTION  I:     Officers  of  the  Board  shall  consist  of:  One 

President,  One  First  Vice  President,  One  Second 
Vice  President,  One  Treasurer,  One  Secretary,  and  a 
minimum  of  six  directors. 


SECTION  II:   Officers  will  be  elected  for  one  year  terms. 

Directors  will  be  elected  annually.  1/3  for  one 
year  term,  1/3  for  two  year  term,  1/3  for  three 
year  term. 


SECTION  III:    A  nominating  committee  of  not  less  than  five 

members  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  at  the 
January  meeting,   whose  duties  it  shall  be  to  non- 
minate  from  the  membership  of  the  Board  as  many 
members  as  are  to  be  voted  for  members  of  the 
board  of  directors  and  officers  as  there  are 
vacancies  to  be  filled.   The  nominating  committee 
shall   report  to  the  president  at  the  February 
meeting.   At  the  annual  meeting  nominations  may  be 
made  from  the  floor. 

SECTION  IV:    The  secretary  shall  mail  to  all  members  of  the 

association  at  least  10  days  prior  to  the  election 
a  ballot  listing  all  of  the  nominees  recommended  by 
the  nominating  committee.  The  secretary  shall  also 
record  and  distribute  minutes  of  meetings  in  brief 
to  and  from  the  Board  of  Directors  and  the  Board  of 
Trade  files. 

SECTION  V:    The  immediate  past  president  shall  serve  as  an  ex- 
officio  member  of  the  board  for  a  period  of  two 
years  after  his  term  of  office  has  expired. 

SECTION  VI:    Duties  of  the  officers  and  directors  shall  be   in 
accordance  with  the  Roberts  Rules  of  Order. 

SECTION  VII:    A  Senior  Advisor  is  a  former  or  present  director 

that  is  nominated  by  the  president  and  approved  by 
a  vote  of  the  directors.   A  senior  advisor  will 
have  the  same  duties  and  responsibilities  as  a 
director.  The  only  exception  is  he/she  is  not 
required  to  attend  monthly  meetings.   A  senior 
advisor  must  be  a  member  of  the  board. 


ARTICLE  IV: 


MEETINGS 


SECTION  I 


Regular  Director's  meeting  shall  be  held  on  the 
second  Wednesday  evening  each  month  at  C.E.D.C. 
(conference  room),  at  65  Harrison  Avenue,  2nd  floor. 
All  members  are  invited.   The  annual  meeting  will  be 
the  March  meeting. 


ARTICLE  V: 


ARTICLE  VI; 


PARLIAMENTARY  PROCEDURES 


SECTION  I:    All  questions  of  Parliamentary  procedures  shall  be 
determined  by  the  latest  edition  of  Roberts  Rules  of 
Order. 


AMENDMENTS 


SECTION  I:     These  by-laws  may  be  amended  by  2/3  vote  (with  a 
minimum  of  ten  members)  of  those  present  at  any 
regular  or  special  meeting  of  the  association 
provided  notice  of  the  proposed  change  shall  have 
been  given  all  members  not  less  than  ten  days 
prior  to  such  meetings. 


ARTICLE  VII; 


SECTION  I 


SECTION  II: 


FINANCES 

Finances  of  the  Association  will  be  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Treasurer  who  shall  present  a  written 
status  report  at  the  Director's  meeting. 

The  President  shall  instruct  the  Treasurer  to  pay 
routine  invoices   from  the  Treasury;  provided, 
however,  that  the  majority  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
present  and  voting  approves  expenditures  in  excess 
of  $300.00. 


SECTION  III:  Dues  shall  be  payable  within  30  days  of  receipt  of 
billing.   Those  who  fail  to  pay  within  60  days  after 
that  may  be  removed  from  the  membership  rolls. 


ARTICLE  VII: 


COMMUNITY  INTEREST  ISSUES 


SECTION  I:    The  Association  is  a  non-partisn,  non-political 

alliance  of  those  interested  in  fostering  commerce 
and  community  service.   In  cases  where  the  Board 
determines  that  there  is  an  issue  of  overriding 
community  interest   in  which  the  position  of  the 
organization  should  be  made  public,  the  President 
shall  bring  such  an  issue  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
for  a  vote.   In  such  cases,  the  President  shall  send 
members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  a  copy  of  his/her 
resolution  no  less  than  five  business  days  in   ad- 
vance when  the  issue  shall  appear  as  an  agenda  item. 
A  2/3  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors  present  and 
voting  shall  be  required  for  such  votes. 


MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


Statement  of  Purpose 


The  Association  is  formed  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the 
commercial,  industrial,  professional,  and  civic  interest  of 
Chinatown  and  the  South  Cove  areas. 


Membership  Eligibility 


Any  individual  engaged  in  business  or  professional  activity  in 
the  Chinatown/South  Cove  areas  shall  be  eligible  for  membership 
in  the  Business  Association. 


Name  of  business/organization. 
Mailing  Address 


Business  Phone Number  of  persons  employed. 

Product  sold  or  services  rendered 

Sponsor^ ___^ 

Name  of  person  (s)  who  will  be  Association  Member(s) 


Home  Address  and  phone  number  of  primary  represenative  (for 
emergency  use  only) 

Representative's  position  in  organization 


Would  membership  applicant  (s)  serve  on  a  committee. 


3  9999  06314  746  4 


MEMBERSHIP  DUES  STRUCTURE 


Classes  of  Membership: 
Class  A: 

Class  B: 
Class  C: 


-OR- 


DUES 

The  Asian/Ameican  Association  membership  dues  are  based  on  a 
sliding  scale  which  takes  into  consideration  unique  characteris- 
tics of  each  applicant.  All  membership  applications  are  reviewed 
by  the  Finance  &  Membership  Committee  for  dues  determination. 

MEMBERSHIP  DUES  ARE  TAX  DEDUCTIBLE 


This  form  properly  signed  and  accompanied  by  my/our  check  for 
$ indicates  my/our  desire  for  membership  under  the  By- 
Laws  of  the  Association  and  my/our  committment  to  the  development 
of  our  community. 


Signature 


Authorized  Organization  Representative 
Date:  

Make  checks  payable  to  the  Asian/American  Business  Association 


